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BRINGING

OUT YOUR

INNER MAGIC

         PLEASE 

GET IN TOUCH 

     IF YOU WOULD LIKE 

  TO GET INVOLVED!

P
SCHOOL LIFE
SCHOOL OFFICE
The school office and reception are situated near the 
main entrance. The reception area is also available for 
you to grab a coffee/tea and chat with parents  
(till 8.30am). 

SCHOOL TIMES 
Our school times are from 8.15 am-2.00 pm. Please 
bring - your child to the classroom from 8 – 8.15 am. We 
encourage you to join your child while they are doing 
their ‘starters’ task during the first fifteen minutes of 
the day, to get further insight in the learning that is 
happening in the classroom. 

PARKING AND 
TRANSPORT
You can park in front of our school or use the parking lot 
in front of the Braambos school, but we encourage you, 
where possible, to come by bike or bus (bus 341 stops 
in front of the school, or bus 340 at Spaarne Gasthuis on 
walking distance). 

COMMUNICATING  
WITH EACH OTHER 

School guide 
School information poster/calendar 
Newsletters
IPC start letters 
Notice boards 
Website 
Parents app 
Parent’s guide National Curriculum 
Family school partnership and home learning guide

School-to-home and home-to-school communication 
about learning activities. At the beginning of each  
IPC unit, you will receive a letter outlining what  
learning will be covered, including the main objectives 
of language and mathematics. We invite you to attend 
specific activities related to the IPC, for example an 
entry or exit point. 
To discuss the development of your child, we plan 
three regular individual parent-teacher meetings per 
year (to be found in the year calendar). When a child is 
new to our school we plan an evaluation meeting after 
the first four weeks. For further questions, please make 
an appointment with your child’s teacher. 
To discuss general school related matters, please 
make an appointment with one of our members of  
management. You can find them at the door each 
morning to welcome you and your child.

PARTNERSHIPS WITH 
PARENTS 
At our school we have several opportunities for  
you to get involved in. 

THE PARTICIPATION COUNCIL (PC) consists of 
representatives from the parent and staff community. 
The PC has an advisory role and sometimes must 
give consent on certain topics, in accordance with 
participation council regulations. 

Parents of our PC are Teachers of our PC are
Katharina Strobl Clare Beatson
Norbert Werthenbach Katie Zalewska
Giovanni Vergottini Do O’Dea

ACTIVITY COMMITTEE (AC) consists of parents 
and staff members, who help organise and arrange 
activities and events for fundraising and social 
purpose, such as school trips, Sinterklaas, Christmas 
events and the End of Year Party.

VOLUNTEERING & SUPPORT FROM PARENTS  
is highly appreciated, such as reading or library 
activities, logistic assistance, excursions, parties/  
social events, and specific expertise. 

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES are parents who 
volunteer to assist their child’s class teacher in class 
activities. They are a welcoming informal network of 
support , communication and a source of assistance  
to the class teacher for non-educational matters.

STAFF
CLASSROOM TEACHERS 
Group 1a Ms Cristi Benitez  
cristinabenitez@optimist-international-school.nl 
Group 2a Ms Elisa de la Pena  
elisadelapena@optimist-international-school.nl
Group 2b Ms Danielle Camp  
daniellecamp@optimist-international-school.nl 
Group 3a Ms Ingeborg Beunder  
ingeborgbeunder@optimist-international-school.nl 
Group 3b Ms Katie Zalewska  
katarzynazalewska@optimist-international-school.nl
Group 4 Inez de Preez (Wed, Thu, Fri)  
inezdupreez@optimist-international-school.nl  
and Clare Ric-Hansen (Mon, Tue)  
clarerichansen@optimist-international-school.nl
Group 4/5 Ms Do O’Dea  
doodea@optimist-international-school.nl 
Group 5 Ms Clare Beatson  
clarebeatson@optimist-international-school.nl

Group 6 Ms Valentina Spyropoulou (Wed-Thu-Fri) 
valentinaspyropoulou@optimist-international-
school.nl and Ms Carrie van Amstel (Mon-Tue-Wed) 
carrievanamstel@optimist-international-school.nl 
Group 6/7 Ms Rolyn van Bergen (Mo-Tu-Wed) 
rolynvanbergen@optimist-international-school.nl  
and Ms Amy Hubbard (Th-Fri)  
amyhubbard@optimist-international-school.nl 
Group 7 Ms Ida Bloklander  
idabloklander@optimist-international-school.nl

MANAGEMENT 
Director Ms Anne-Marie van Holst (Mo-Tu-We-Th) 
annemarievholst@optimist-international-school.nl 
HR & Business Manager (Adj Director)  
Cheryl Embleton (Mon-Tue-Thu-Fri)  
cherylembleton@optimist-international-school.nl
Learning Leader Ms Colleen Cropp (Mo-Tu-Wed) 
colleencropp@optimist-international-school.nl

LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANTS 
Ms Jenny Allen (Mon - teaching Group 3. Tue – teaching 
Group 2/3) jennyallen@optimist-international-school.nl 
Ms Vanessa Vega  
vanessavega@optimist-international-school.nl 
Mr Roland Schmidt  
rolandschmidt@optimist-international-school.nl 
Ms Margit Tera  
margittera@optimist-international-school.nl 
Aoife Coughlan  
aoifecoughlan@optimist-international-school.nl 

DUTCH (DUTCH AS ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE) 
Ms Francien van Beusekom
francienvanbeusekom@optimist-internatonal-school.nl
Ms Katarina Hrnjez
katarinahrnjez@optimist-international-school.nl
 

PE TEACHER 
Ms Sandra Koehler  
sandrakoehler@optimist-international-school.nl 

SUPPORT
Admissions and Office Manager 
Ms Fouzia Begam (all days) 
fouziabegam@optimist-international-school.nl 
Communications & Marketing
Ms Manon Blaxland
manonblaxland@optimist-international-school.nl

SPECIALIST TEACHERS
EAL (English as an Additional Language)  
Ms Valentina Spyropoulou (Mon - Tue) 
valentinaspyropoulou@optimist-international-school.nl
School Counsellor (in support of students with 
Special Educational Needs) Ms Elisa de la Pena (Mon) 
elisadelapena@optimist-international-school.nl 
Staff Coaching Ms Ingeborg Beunder (Tue) 
ingeborgbeunder@optimist-international-school.nl

HEALTH AND WELL BEING
Besides our physical education programme, we 
encourage children to move and be physically active 
during the day. We participate in a healthy school 
(gezonde school) programme. Since children are still 
growing, there is even more need to keep the body 
hydrated so it functions properly, and a reason to 
have regular ‘water’ breaks during our lessons. This is 
important for both physical and mental activities. 

INDEPENDENT CHILDREN
When starting primary education, children are asked 
to put on their own coats, change into their gym 
clothes and back and go to the toilet independently. 
We recommend students wear clothes without buttons 

and zippers and shoes with Velcro rather than laces 
until they accomplished this independently.

HAPPY LEARNERS  
WHO FEEL SAFE
We believe all children should feel safe and secure 
to enable them to develop and learn together. We 
recognize that our standards of behaviour have a 
profound and lasting influence on the development 
and life chances of children and young people. 
Children can be safe and happy to learn together in  
a positive, optimistic, and cooperative environment. 
The personal goals of IPC - such as respect, thought-
fulness, cooperative , and morality - play a major  
part in our teaching.

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
We have several after school activities that you can 
register your child for. These include art, swimming, 
guitar, Spanish, musical dance and brick (lego) 
building. Activities can change throughout the year. 

ARTS AND CULTURAL 
EDUCATION 
We participate in a cultural education programme 
organised with Pier K, Cultural Education, which 
includes activities and excursions that support arts 
and cultural education, such as museum visits, 
media, dance or arts school projects.

A TRUE PEARL WITHIN 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
The Inspectorate of Education valued and appreciated 
the school with a score of two times ‘Good’ for quality 
assurance and quality culture and saw a quality of 
education, above and beyond the regulations enshrined 
in law. They also appreciated the ambition and the clear 
objectives set. 

The coming year further development will include: 
• Further IPC implementation and accreditation
• Language Friendly School accreditation
• Strengthening our Dutch as Additional Language  

(DAL) programme in collaboration with 
Haarlemmermeer Lyceum

• Healthy school (gezonde school) accreditation

IN OUR LIBRARY 

WE OFFER A VARIETY 

OF ENGLISH, 

DUTCH AND 

OTHER LANGUAGE 

BOOKS FOR ALL 

AGE GROUPS. #OPTIMIST 
#OISPRIMARY #OIS 
#HOOFDDORP

Waddenweg 87
2134 XL Hoofddorp

+31 (0)23 303 59 24
info@optimist-international-school.nl
www.optimist-international-school.nl

You can also find us on Facebook, 
Instagram and Linkedin

LANGUAGE FRIENDLY 
SCHOOL 
The Language Friendly School is a new global network 
of schools who welcome and value all the languages 
spoken by their students. Optimist International School 
has taken its first steps towards becoming a member 
of Language Friendly Schools. By allowing students’ 
home languages in school, multilingual students get the 
chance to strengthen their cognitive and social skills.

LIBRARY 
Our OIS library offers books in multiple languages and 
we encourage students to borrow books for reading at 
home. Our library is unable to run without the support 
of our volunteers, so your help is vital. Please help us 
share the love of reading! 

We offer a great variety in learning experiences to suit the 
needs of each child. With almost all our learners being 
multilinguistic, language acquisition, English and Dutch 
as an additional language play an important role. We 
know where the children are in their learning, where 

they need to go, what the next step is and how they can get 
there by doing assessments. Our Learning Leader plays a key role in monitoring this 
as well as our team of teaching assistants and specialist teachers.

 IS THERE 
   LEARNING  
HAPPENING?

   INFORMATION 
       GUIDE & 
           YEAR CALENDAR
   2020-2010 

ORGANISATION OF GROUPS 
The children are organized in age-based classes. 

AGE OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
(GROUPS)

BRITISH SYSTEM (UK)  
(YEARS) K-12(US) 

(GRADES)
4 Group 1

Early Years
Foundation Pre School

4-5 Group 1 Foundation Pre School
5-6 Group 2

Milepost 1
Key stage 2 - year 1 K

6-7 Group 3 Key stage 2 - year 2 Grade 1
7-8 Group 4

Milepost 2
Key stage 2 - year 3 Grade 2

8-9 Group 5 Key stage 2 - year 4 Grade 3
9-10 Group 6

Milepost 3
Key stage 2 - year 5 Grade 4

10-11 Group 7 Key stage 2 - year 6 Grade 5

Bringing out your inner magic’ reflects our feeling 

that it’s exciting to grow by learning, this lies at  

the heart of all that we do. We prepare our  

children for the fast-changing world they will be  

living and working in. We use IPC as our core  

programme (International Primary Curriculum)  

and provide specific language and numeracy  

lessons (following the British National Curriculum) 

daily to enhance the development in these areas. 

                 AFTER
    SCHOOL CARE
  AND CHILD CARE
Stichting Kinderopvang Haarlemmermeer
https://www.kinderopvanghaarlemmermeer.nl/

Borus Kinderopvang
http://borus.nl/kinderopvang-borus-hoofddorp/

Happykids Hoofddorp 
https://www.happykids.nl/nl/locatie/bso-floriande

SECONDARY  
EDUCATION
We work closely together with 

Haarlemmermeer Lyceum Hoofddorp which offers a 
bilingual programme for non-Dutch speakers at different 
levels. Students who don’t speak Dutch (or just a little), 
will enroll in a Dutch as a second language programme 
(NT2)

International School Haarlem (ISH) in Haarlem which 
offers a secondary international curriculum. 
More information can be found on our website.

Het Rijnlands Lyceum International School (ISRLO) in 
Oestgeest offers international education within a Dutch 
setting aiming to develop inspiring and thoughtful 
global citizens.

We have single year groups as well as combination 
groups. In a combination group children in two group 
levels are being taught in the same classroom. Within 
the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) units and 
learning objectives are broken down into ‘Mileposts’. 

Although learning objectives are different per year  
group our groups work closely together within a  
milepost, with dedicated teachers and teaching  
assistants. This provides us a variety of ways of  
grouping children to gain the best results.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
All children attend PE lessons at least twice a week 
where they learn to challenge themselves, discover 
new and wider ranges of movement, and put their 
cooperation skills into practice through team games/
sports. Find the latest PE schedule on our website.

When your child starts the day with PE lessons as 
indicated in the schedule, please ensure they are 
present at school at 8.00 am promptly, we will walk 
with the group to the gym hall. If you are not able to 
make it in time, please bring him/her to the location 
yourself and notify the teacher accordingly.

When your child ends the day with PE lessons at  
2.00 pm, we will walk with the group from the gym  
hall back to school. Please pick up your child at school 
(the usual location) a little bit later, at 2:05pm.

Throughout the year, OIS will take part in several 
sporting tournaments together with our sister school 
OBS De Optimist, such as football, hockey, volleyball 
andhandball. Confirmation on dates will be confirmed 
in the coming months.

SPORT 
SCHOOL 

TOURNAMENTS


