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INTRODUCTION
This guide is intended to support parents of Optimist 
International School. It would be impossible to set out in 
detail everything your child would learn during their years 
of primary education, but by providing an outline of typical 
content and some background information about how the 
curriculum works, hopefully it will help parents understand 
what their children are learning.

The content in this guide is set out – based on the National 
Curriculum – in year groups starting with Year 1. As children 
begin their compulsory schooling in Year 1, schools will 
naturally work to build on the learning that takes place in 
the Reception year.

Optimist International School is – as a Dutch international 
school - organized in groups with the following year group 
equivalents of the National Curriculum:

AGE
YEAR	GROUPS		
NATIONAL	CURRICULUM

GROUPS	
OPTIMIST	INTERNATIONAL	
SCHOOL

4-5 years Reception Group 1
5-6 years Year 1 Group 2
6-7 years Year 2 Group 3
7-8 years Year 3 Group 4
8-9 years Year 4 Group 5
9-10 years Year 5 Group 6
10-11 years Year 6 Group 7
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RECEPTION
Your child will mostly be taught through games and play.

RECEPTION	MATHEMATICS
In Reception numeracy is taught as part of 
‘Problem solving, Reasoning and Numeracy’, as the 
children get to grips with the ideas of numbers and 
calculations. They will be using familiar objects to 
help them learn about how numbers are used in 
everyday life. They will be encouraged to be curious 
and explore numbers. They will be playing number 
games, singing counting songs, making models and 
using the role-play area, as well as being introduced 
to the ideas of addition and subtraction. Your 
child will also be taught to describe and recognize 
2D shapes and be introduced to 3D shapes, form 
patterns and the location of objects.

NUMBERS	AS	LABELS	AND	FOR	COUNTING
 * Counting up to ten and beyond
 * Recognizing the numbers 1 to 9
 * Estimating a number of objects and checking  

by counting
 * Matching and comparing the number of  

objects in two groups
 * Positioning items according to their place in  

a group using ordinal numbers (first, second, 
third, etc.)

CALCULATING
 * Using a number line to count on and back
 * Finding one more or one less than a number 

from 1 to ten
 * Sharing objects into equal groups and counting 

how many are in each group
 * Understanding that ‘addition’ means combining 

and ‘subtraction’ means taking away
 * Finding the total number of items in two groups 

by counting them all
 * Comparing numbers and recognizing which is 

‘more’ or ‘less’

SHAPE,	SPACE	AND	MEASURES
 * Comparing quantities and using words such as 

‘greater’, ‘smaller’, ‘heavier’ or ‘lighter’
 * Naming and describing shapes
 * Using everyday words to describe the position 

of objects
 * Sorting familiar objects and describing their 

differences and similarities

PARENT	TIP

Practise counting – you can do this 
anywhere: count toys, books, how 
many buses you see when you go out

Play hide and seek – again, good 
practice for counting

Save your cereal boxes and cardboard 
tubes for making models. Your child 
will think they're making a castle; you'll 
know they're learning about shapes!

Do a jigsaw together – a fun way 
to develop spatial awareness and 
matching skills

Play card games – even a simple game 
of snap helps to develop number 
recognition

Have a teddy bears’ picnic: count out 
toys, place settings, and share out 
the cakes

Put up a height chart and mark each 
member of the family's height

At bath time, play with different-sized 
containers
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 * Making patterns and building models
 * Putting two or three items in order, according to 

their length or weight
 * Building on a basic understanding of time: 

putting events in sequence, using a sand-timer
 

RECEPTION	ENGLISH
Literacy at this age is taught as part of a broader 
area: ‘Communication, Language and Literacy’, in 
preparation for reading and writing. At this age, 
speaking and listening play a big part in literacy 
sessions, so your child’s teacher will be reading 
aloud and the children will be encouraged to sing 
songs and rhymes and join in with stories. Your 
child will get a foundation in literacy through 
communication and language activities such as role 
play, listening exercises and show and tell. They 
will also learn the alphabet and begin to be taught 
phonics blends. In addition, children in Reception 
year will begin to write. They’ll be shown how to 
hold a pencil and form letters.

SPEAKING	AND	LISTENING	IN	RECEPTION	–		
YOUR	CHILD	WILL	BE:

 * Speaking clearly and grammatically
 * Listening carefully
 * Acting out stories
 * Singing songs with actions and intonation
 * Taking part in ‘show and tell’ sessions
 * Making up stories and listening to rhymes and 

poems

READING	IN	RECEPTION		
–	YOUR	CHILD	WILL	BE:

 * Naming and sounding letters of the alphabet
 * Linking sounds to letters (phonics)
 * Recognizing groups of letters, for example,  

‘oo’ and ‘ee’

 * Hearing and saying sounds in words
 * Recognizing familiar and common words
 * Understanding a story has a beginning,  

middle and end

WRITING	IN	RECEPTION	– 
	YOUR	CHILD	WILL	BE:

 * Using a pencil and holding it correctly
 * Writing recognizable letters
 * Writing their name and labels (in their own way)

PARENT	TIP

Develop fine motor skills: try modelling with clay or threading beads.  
Anything fiddly is good for the hands

Practise forming letters – it’s often easier to make them big at first

PARENT	TIP

Sing songs together

In the car, listen to story CDs

When you read a new story,  
ask your child to predict the ending

Look at a picture book together and 
play a spotting game.

PARENT	TIP

Rhyming books are great fun and your 
child can join in

Be a role model – it’s important to let 
your child see you reading

Play with letters: make them out of 
dough, bricks, or buy some magnetic 
letters and stick them on the fridge
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MATHEMATICS	
IN	YEAR	1
As children begin their compulsory schooling in Year 1, 
schools will naturally work to build on the learning that 
takes place in the Reception year. Here are some of the main 
things your child is likely to be taught during their time in 
Year 1.

Place value is central to mathematics. Recognising 
that the digit ‘5’ in the number 54 has a different 
value from the number 5 or the ‘5’ in 504 is an 
important step in mathematical understanding.

NUMBER	AND	PLACE	VALUE
 * Count, both forwards and backwards, from any 

number, including past 100
 * Read and write numbers up to 100 as digits
 * Count in 2s, 5s and 10s
 * Find ‘one more’ or ‘one less’ than a number
 * Use mathematical language such as ‘more’, 

‘less’, ‘most’, ‘least’ and ‘equal’

CALCULATIONS
 * Use the +, – and = symbols to write and 

understand simple number calculations
 * Add and subtract one- and two-digit numbers,  

up to 20
 * Solve missing number problems,  

such as 10 – ? = 6
 * Begin to use simple multiplication  

by organising and counting objects

FRACTIONS
 * Understand F and A to explain parts  

of an object or number of objects

MEASUREMENTS
 * Use practical apparatus to explore different 

lengths, weights and volumes
 * Use language such as ‘heavier’, ‘shorter’ and 

‘empty’ to compare things they have measured
 * Recognise the different coins and notes of 

currency
 * Use language of time, such as ‘yesterday’, 

‘before’, days of the week and months of the year
 * Tell the time to the hour and half-hour, including 

drawing clock faces

SHAPE
 * Recognise and name some common 2-d shapes, 

such as squares, rectangles and triangles
 * Recognise and name some common 3-d shapes, 

such as cubes, cuboids and spheres
 * Describe movements, including quarter turns

PARENT	TIP

There are plenty of opportunities for 
maths practice at home, from
counting objects to simple games, 
such as dominoes and Snakes & 
Ladders. You can also begin to
explore using money and clocks both 
in play at home and when out and
about.
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MATHEMATICS	
IN	YEAR	2
During Key Stage 1, there is a big focus on developing basic 
number skills. That means securing a good understanding 
of place value, and recognising number bonds to 20. 
Practising these skills frequently will help children’s 
mathematical thinking throughout school.

Number bonds are essential to the understanding 
of maths. Children in Year 2 learn their number 
bonds to 20, that is being able to quickly recall the 
total of any two numbers up to 20, e.g. 5 + 9 = 14, 
rather than having to count on to find the answer.

At the end of Year 2, all children will sit the National 
Curriculum Tests for Key Stage 1. This will include a 
short arithmetic test of 15 questions, and a second 
paper of broader mathematics which will last 
around 35 minutes.

NUMBER	AND	PLACE	VALUE
 * Recognise place value in two-digit numbers, e.g. 

knowing that the 1 in 17 represents 10
 * Read and write numbers up to 100 as words
 * Count in 2s, 3s and 5s
 * Compare and order numbers up to 100
 * Use the < and > symbols to represent the relative 

size of numbers

CALCULATIONS
 * Recall number bonds up to 20 fluently
 * Add and subtract numbers mentally and using 

objects, including two-digit numbers
 * Show that adding two numbers can be done in 

any order, but subtracting cannot
 * Recognise that addition and subtraction are 

inverse operations
 * Learn the multiplication and division facts for 

the 2x, 5x and 10x tables

 * Show that multiplying two numbers can be done 
in any order, but dividing cannot

 * Solve problems using the x and ÷ symbols

FRACTIONS
 *  Find F, A and H of an object or set of objects
 *  Find the answer to simple fraction problems, 

such as finding A of 6

PARENT	TIP

Parents can always take a lead role 
in practical maths. Encouraging your 
child to help with the purchasing 
of small items at the newsagent, or 
measuring themselves and others, 
is a great way to start exploring 
number relationships.
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MEASUREMENTS
 * Use standard units to measure length 

(centimetres and metres), mass (grams and 
kilograms), temperature (degrees Celsius) and 
capacity (millilitres and litres)

 * Use the € symbol for money amounts
 * Combine numbers of coins to make a given 

value, for example to make 62 pence
 * Tell the time to the nearest five minutes on an 

analogue clock
 * Know the number of minutes in an hour and 

hours in a day

SHAPE
 * Identify the number of sides and a line of 

symmetry on 2-d shapes
 * Identify the number of faces, edges and vertices 

on 3-d shapes
 * Use mathematical language to describe position 

and direction, including rotations and turns

GRAPHS	AND	DATA
 * Construct and understand simple graphs  

such as bar charts and pictograms

MATHEMATICS	
IN	YEAR	3
During the years of lower Key Stage 2 (Year 3 and Year 
4), the focus of mathematics is on the mastery of the 
four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division) so that children can carry out calculations 
mentally, and using written methods. In Year 3 your child 
is likely to be introduced to the standard written column 
methods of addition and subtraction.

NUMBER	AND	PLACE	VALUE
 * Count in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100
 * Recognise the place value of digits in three-digit 

numbers (using 100, 10s and 1s)
 * Read and write numbers up to 1,000 using digits 

and words
 * Compare and order numbers up to 1,000

CALCULATIONS
 * Add and subtract numbers mentally, including 

adding either 1s, 10s or units to a 3-digit number
 * Use the standard column method for addition 

and subtraction for up to three digits

 * Estimate the answers to calculations, and  
use inverse calculations to check the answers

 * Learn the 3x, 4x and 8x tables and the  
related division facts, for example knowing  
that 56 ÷ 8 = 7

 * Begin to solve multiplication and division 
problems with two-digit numbers

FRACTIONS

Equivalent fractions are fractions which have  
the same value, such as A and Q or F and c



OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 9

 * Understand and use tenths, including counting 
in tenths

 * Recognise and show equivalent fractions with 
small denominators

 * Add and subtract simple fractions worth less 
than one, for example Y + U = Z

 * Put a sequence of simple fractions into size 
order

MEASUREMENTS
 * Solve simple problems involving adding and 

subtracting measurements such as length and 
weight

 * Measure the perimeter of simple shapes
 * Add and subtract amounts of money, including 

giving change
 * Tell the time to the nearest minute using an 

analogue clock
 * Use vocabulary about time, including a.m. and 

p.m., hours, minutes and seconds
 * Know the number of seconds in a minute and 

the number of days in a year or leap year
	
SHAPE	AND	POSITION

 * Draw familiar 2-d shapes and make familiar 3-d 
shape models

 * Recognise right angles, and know that these are 
a quarter turn, with four making a whole turn

 * Identify whether an angle is greater than, less 
than or equal to a right angle

 * Identify horizontal, vertical, perpendicular and 
parallel lines

Parallel lines are those which run alongside each 
other and never meet. Perpendicular lines cross 
over each other meeting exactly at right angles.

GRAPHS	AND	DATA
 * Present and understand data in bar charts, 

tables and pictograms
 * Answer questions about bar charts that compare 

two pieces of information

PARENT	TIP

Please be aware of the fact that the 
school uses specific calculation
strategies. When pupils are used to 
another method which works
(from previous schools), we allow 
this. In case you have any questions
regarding these strategies and when 
they are introduced, you can contact 
the class teacher.
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MATHEMATICS	
IN	YEAR	4
By the end of Year 4, children will be expected to know all 
of their times tables up to 12 x 12 by heart. This means not 
only recalling them in order but also being able to answer 
any times table question at random, and also knowing 
the related division facts. For example, in knowing that 6 
x 8 = 48, children can also know the related facts that 8 x 
6 = 48 and that 48 ÷ 6 = 8 and 48 ÷ 8 = 6. This expertise will 
be particularly useful when solving larger problems and 
working with fractions.

NUMBER	AND	PLACE	VALUE
 * Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1,000
 * Count backwards, including using negative 

numbers
 * Recognise the place value in numbers of four 

digits (1000s, 100s, 10s and 1s)
 * Put larger numbers in order, including those 

greater than 1,000
 * Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 

1,000
 * Read Roman numbers up to 100

Roman Numerals’ Basics:
I = 1 ; V = 5 ; X = 10 ; L = 50 ; C = 100
Letters can be combined to make larger numbers. 
If a smaller value appears in front of a larger one 
then it is subtracted, e.g. IV (5 – 1) means 4. If the 
larger value appears first then they are added, e.g. 
VI (5 + 1) means 6.

CALCULATIONS
 * Use the standard method of column addition 

and subtraction for values up to four digits
 * Solve two-step problems involving addition and 

subtraction

 * Know the multiplication and division facts up to 
12 x 12 = 144

 * Use knowledge of place value, and 
multiplication and division facts to solve larger 
calculations

 * Use factor pairs to solve mental calculations, e.g. 
knowing that 9 x 7 is the same as 3 x 3 x 7

 * Use the standard short multiplication method 
to multiply three-digit numbers by two- digit 
numbers

FRACTIONS
 * Use hundredths, including counting in 

hundredths
 * Add and subtract fractions with the same 

denominator, e.g. X + Y 
 * Find the decimal value of any number of tenths 

or hundredths, for example  is 0.07
 * Recognise the decimal equivalents of F, A and H
 * Divide one- or two-digit numbers by 10 or 100 to 

give decimal answers
 * Round decimals to the nearest whole number
 * Compare the size of numbers with up to two 

decimal places
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MEASUREMENTS
 * Convert between different measures, such as 

kilometres to metres or hours to minutes
 * Calculate the perimeter of shapes made of 

squares and rectangles
 * Find the area of rectangular shapes by counting 

squares
 * Read, write and convert times between analogue 

and digital clocks, including 24- hour clocks
 * Solve problems that involve converting amounts 

of time, including minutes, hours, days, weeks 
and months

SHAPE	AND	POSITION
 * Classify groups of shapes according to the 

properties, such as sides and angles
 * Identify acute and obtuse angles
 * Complete a simple symmetrical figure by 

drawing the reflected shape
 * Use coordinates to describe the position of 

something on a standard grid

 * Begin to describe movements on a grid by using 
left/right and up/down measures

GRAPHS	AND	DATA
 * Construct and understand simple graphs using 

discrete and continuous data

Discrete data is data which is made up of separate 
values, such as eye colour or shoe size. Continuous 
data is that which appears on a range, such as 
height or temperature.

MATHEMATICS	
IN	YEAR	5
During the years of upper Key Stage 2 (Year 5 and Year 6),  
children use their knowledge of number bonds and 
multiplication tables to tackle more complex problems, 
including larger multiplication and division, and meeting 
new material. In Year 5, this includes more work on 
calculations with fractions and decimals, and using 
considerably larger numbers than previously.

NUMBER	AND	PLACE	VALUE
 * Recognise and use the place value of digits in 

numbers up to 1 million (1,000,000)
 * Use negative numbers, including in contexts  

such as temperature

 * Round any number to the nearest 10, 100,  
1,000, 10,000 or 100,000

 * Read Roman numerals, including years

PARENT	TIP

Playing traditional games, such as 
battleships or even draughts and 
chess, is great for exploring
coordinates and movements across 
the coordinate grid.
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CALCULATIONS
 * Carry out addition and subtraction with 

numbers larger than four digits
 * Use rounding to estimate calculations and check 

answers are of a reasonable size
 * Find factors of multiples of numbers, including 

finding common factors of two numbers
 * Know the prime numbers up to 19 by heart, and 

find primes up to 100
 * Use the standard methods of long multiplication 

and short division
 * Multiply and divide numbers mentally by 10, 100 

or 1,000
 * Recognise and use square numbers and cube 

numbers

Factors are numbers which multiply to make a 
product, for example 2 and 9 are factors of 18.
Common factors are numbers which are factors  
of two other numbers, for example 3 is a factor  
of both 6 and 18.

FRACTIONS	AND	DECIMALS
 * Put fractions with the same denominator into 

size order, for example recognising that L is 
larger than K

 * Find equivalents of common fractions
 * Convert between improper fractions and mixed 

numbers, for example recognising that  is equal 
to 1F

 * Add and subtract simple fractions with related 
denominators, for example D + O = S

 * Convert decimals to fractions, for example 
converting 0.71 to 

 * Round decimals to the nearest tenth
 * Put decimals with up to three decimal places 

into size order
 * Begin to use the % symbol to relate to the 

‘number of parts per hundred’
	
In a fraction, the numerator is the number on top; 
the denominator is the number on the bottom.

MEASUREMENTS
 * Convert between metric units, such as 

centimetres to metres or grams to kilograms
 * Use common approximate equivalences for 

imperial measures, such as 2.5cm ≈ 1 inch
 * Calculate the area of rectangles using square 

centimetres or square metres
 * Calculate the area of shapes made up of 

rectangles
 * Estimate volume (in cm3) and capacity (in ml)

SHAPE	AND	POSITION
 * Estimate and compare angles, and measure 

them to the nearest degree
 * Know that angles on a straight line add up to 

180°, and angles around a point add up to 360°
 * Use reflection and translation to change the 

position of a shape

GRAPHS	AND	DATA
 * Read and understand information presented in 

tables, including timetables
 * Solve problems by finding information from a 

line graph

PARENT	TIP

Much of the knowledge in Year 5 relies 
on number facts being easily recalled. 
For example, to find common factors 
or to make simple conversions, 
knowledge of multiplication tables 
is essential. Any practice at home to 
keep these skills sharp will certainly 
be appreciated by your child’s class 
teacher!
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MATHEMATICS	
IN	YEAR	6
By the end of Year 6, children are expected to be confident 
with the use of all four standard methods for written 
calculations, and to have secured their knowledge of 
the key number facts for the four operations. Their work 
will focus more on fractions, ratio, proportion and the 
introduction of algebra.

In May of Year 6, children will take an arithmetic test 
of thirty minutes, and two broader mathematics 
tests of forty minutes each. These will be sent away 
for marking, with the results coming back before 
the end of the year. Your child’s teacher will also 
make an assessment of whether or not your child 
has reached the expected standard by the end of 
the Key Stage.

NUMBER	AND	PLACE	VALUE
 * Work with numbers to up ten million 

(10,000,000) including negative numbers
 * Round any number to any required number of 

digits or magnitude

CALCULATIONS
 * Use the standard method of long multiplication 

for calculations of four-digit numbers by two-
digit numbers

 * Use the standard method of long division for 
calculations of four-digit numbers by two-digit 
numbers

 * Identify common factors, common multiples and 
prime numbers

 * Carry out complex calculations according to the 
mathematical order of operations

 * Solve complex problems using all four 
operations

The mathematical order of operations requires 
that where calculations are written out in long 
statements, first calculations in brackets are 
completed, then any multiplication or division 
calculations, and finally any addition or 
subtraction. So, for example, the calculation  
4 + 3 x (6 + 1) has a solution of 25, not 43 or 49.

FRACTIONS	AND	DECIMALS
 * Use common factors to simplify fractions, or to 

add fractions with different denominators
 * Place any group of fractions into size order
 * Multiply pairs of fractions together
 * Divide fractions by whole numbers, for example 

C ÷ 2 = O
 * Use division to calculate the decimal equivalent 

of a fraction
 * Know and use common equivalences  

between fractions, decimals and percentages, 
such as A = 0.5 = 50%

RATIO	AND	PROPORTION
 * Find percentages of quantities, such as 15% of 

€360
 * Use ratio to explain relationships and solve 

problems
 * Use simple scale factors for drawings, shapes or 

diagrams
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Ratio is represented using the colon symbol. For 
example, if €100 is shared in a ratio of 1:3 between 
two people, then the first person receives €25 (one
part), with the other receiving €75 (three parts).
 

ALGEBRA
 * Use simple formulae
 * Describe sequences of numbers where the 

increase between values is the same each time
 * Solve missing number problems using algebra
 * Find possible solutions to problems with two 

variables, such as a + b = 10

MEASUREMENTS
 * Convert between any metric units and smaller or 

larger units of the same measure
 * Convert between miles and kilometres
 * Use a given formula to find the area of a triangle 

or parallelogram

SHAPE	AND	POSITION
 * Draw 2-d shapes using given sizes and angles
 * Use knowledge of 2-d shapes to find missing 

angles in triangles, quadrilaterals and other 
regular shapes

 * Name and label the radius, diameter and 
circumference of a circle

 * Find missing angles in problems where lines 
meet at a point or on a straight line

 * Use a standard grid of coordinates including 
negative values

GRAPHS	AND	DATA
 * Construct and understand pie charts and line 

graphs
 * Calculate the mean average of a set of data

Mean average is calculated by adding up all the 
values and dividing by the number of items. For 
example, the mean average of 3, 5, 8, 9 and 10 is 7
(3 + 5 + 8 + 9 + 10 = 35, then 35 ÷ 5 = 7)

PARENT	TIP

Playing traditional games, such as 
battleships or even draughts and 
chess, is great for exploring
coordinates and movements across 
the coordinate grid.

PARENT	TIP
Many schools will offer books to read 
at home; these will range from a mix 
of books which your child can read 
to you, and those which are more 
complex that they can listen to you 
read to them – both are important 
skills. Children can also join the local 
library service and choose books of 
their own.
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ENGLISH		
IN	YEAR	1
During the early years of compulsory schooling, much of 
the focus is to develop confident readers, mainly using the 
phonics approach. Many schools will follow a programme of 
phonics teaching, so it is well worth finding out from your 
child’s school if they have any parent support materials.

Phonics is the relationship between printed letters 
and the sounds they make. Children will first learn 
the most common letter sounds, and then look at 
more difficult patterns such as recognising that 
‘ow’ sounds different in ‘cow’ than in ‘low’, or that 
both ‘ai’ and ‘ay’ make the same sound in different 
words.

SPEAKING	AND	LISTENING
The Spoken Language objectives are set out for the 
whole of primary school, and teachers will cover 
many of them every year as children’s spoken 
language skills develop. In Year 1, some focuses 
may include:

 * Listen and respond to adults and other children
 * Ask questions to extend their understanding
 * Learn new vocabulary related to topics or daily 

life

READING	SKILLS
 * Learn the 40+ main speech sounds in English 

and the letters that represent them
 * Blend sounds together to form words
 * Read aloud when reading books that contain 

familiar letter sound patterns
 * Listen to, and talk about a range of stories, 

poems and non-fiction texts
 * Learn about popular fairy tales and folk stories, 

and retell the stories
 * Join in with repeated phrases in familiar books

 * Make predictions about what might happen next 
in a book

 * Explain clearly what has happened in a book 
they’ve read or listened to

WRITING	SKILLS
 * Hold a pen or pencil in the correct and 

comfortable way
 * Name the letters of the alphabet in order
 * Write lower-case letters starting and ending in 

the right place
 * Write capital letters, and the digits 0 to 9
 * Spell simple words containing the main sounds 

they’ve learned in reading
 * Spell the days of the week
 * Learn to write words with common endings, 

such as –ed, –ing, –er and –est
 * Plan out sentences aloud before writing them
 * Write simple sentences, and those using joining 

words such as ‘and’
 * Begin to use full stops and capital letters for 

sentences
 * Combine some sentences to make short 

descriptions or stories
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ENGLISH		
IN	YEAR	2
As children move through Key Stage 1, the new curriculum 
intends that almost all children will secure the basic skills 
of decoding so that they can become fluent readers. As their 
reading confidence grows they can begin to write their own 
ideas down.

Decoding is the ability to read words aloud by 
identifying the letter patterns and matching them 
to sounds. Once children are able to ‘decode’ the 
writing, they can then start to make sense of the 
words and sentences in context. Watch out for 
hard-to-decode words such as ‘one’ and ‘the’. 
These just have to be learned by heart.

At the end of Year 2, all children will sit the National 
Curriculum Tests for Key Stage 1. These will 
include two short reading tests, a grammar and 
punctuation test, and a spelling test of ten words.

SPEAKING	AND	LISTENING
The Spoken Language objectives are set out for the 
whole of primary school, and teachers will cover 
many of them every year as children’s spoken 
language skills develop. In Year 2 some focuses may 
include:

 * Articulate and justify answers and opinions
 * Give well-structured explanations and 

narratives, for example in show-and-tell 
activities

READING	SKILLS
 * Read words aloud confidently, without obvious 

blending or rehearsal
 * Learn letter patterns so that decoding becomes 

fluent and secure by the end of Year 2
 * Blend letter sounds, including alternative 

patterns, e.g. recognising ‘ue’ as the ‘oo’ sound

 * Read aloud words which contain more than one 
syllable

 * Recognise common suffixes, such as –ing and 
–less

 * Read words which don’t follow phonetic 
patterns, such as ‘one’ and ‘who’

 * Become familiar with a wide range of fairy 
stories and traditional tales

 * Discuss favourite words and the meaning of new 
words

 * Check that what has been read makes sense, 
and self-correct reading where necessary

 * Make predictions about what might happen next 
in a story

Children will be expected to read aloud books 
which are appropriate for their reading ability. 
During Year 2 their increasing knowledge of 
decoding should allow them to read a wide range 
of children’s books.

WRITING	SKILLS
 * Form letters of the appropriate size, using 

capital letters where appropriate
 * Use appropriate spaces between words when 

writing
 * Begin to use joins between letters where needed
 * Spell longer words by breaking them into their 

sound parts
 * Learn to spell some common homophones, 

recognising the difference between them
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 * Use the possessive apostrophe in simple 
phrases, such as ‘the boy’s football’.

 * Write about real events and personal 
experiences

 * Plan out writing in advance, including by writing 
down key words

 * Re-read writing to check that it makes sense and 
to make corrections, including punctuation

 * Use question marks, exclamation marks, 
apostrophes and commas in lists

 * Use the present and past tenses correctly in 
writing

 * Begin to write longer sentences by using 
conjunctions, such as ‘and’,’ but’, ‘if’ or ‘because’

Homophones are words which sound the same, 
such as ‘blue’ and ‘blew’, or ‘one’ and ‘won’

PARENT	TIP
Reading aloud at home continues 
to be vitally important at this age. You
may even get your child to read their 
own writing aloud, attempting to add
expression appropriate to the 
sentence.
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ENGLISH		
IN	YEAR	3		
AND	YEAR	4
In lower Key Stage 2, your child will build on their work 
from the infants to become more independent in both their 
reading and their writing. Most children will be confident 
at decoding most words – or will have extra support to help 
them to do so – and so now they will be able to use their 
reading to support their learning about other subjects.

They will begin to meet a wider range of writing 
contexts, including both fiction and non-fiction 
styles and genres.

SPEAKING	AND	LISTENING
The Spoken Language objectives are set out for the 
whole of primary school, and teachers will cover 
many of them every year as children’s spoken 
language skills develop. In Years 3 and 4, some 
focuses may include:

 * Use discussion and conversation to explore and 
speculate about new ideas

 * Begin to recognise the need to use Standard 
English in some contexts

 * Participation in performances, plays and 
debates

 * Explain thinking and feeling in well-structured 
statements and responses

READING	SKILLS
 * Extend skills of decoding to tackle more complex 

words, including with unusual spelling patterns
 * Read a wide range of fiction, non-fiction and 

literary books
 * Recognise some different forms of poetry
 * Use dictionaries to find the meanings of words

 * Become familiar with a range of traditional and 
fairy tales, including telling some orally

 * Identify words which have been chosen to 
interest the reader

 * Ask questions about what they have read
 * Draw simple inferences about events in a story, 

such as how a character might be feeling
 * Make predictions about what might happen next 

in a story
 * Summarise ideas from several paragraphs of 

writing
 * Find and record information from non-fiction 

texts
 * Take part in discussions about reading and 

books

Children begin to identify how authors choose 
words for effect, for example by selecting ‘wailed’ 
instead of ‘cried’, or ‘enraged’ rather than ‘cross’. 
They may begin to make such choices in their own 
writing, too.
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WRITING	SKILLS
 * Write with joined handwriting, making 

appropriate join choices
 * Spell words that include prefixes and suffixes, 

such as anticlockwise
 * Spell some commonly misspelt words correctly, 

taken from the Y3/4 list
 * Use a dictionary to check spellings
 * Use possessive apostrophes correctly in regular 

and irregular plurals, such as children’s and 
boys’

 * Use examples of writing to help them to 
structure their own similar texts

 * Plan out sentences orally to select adventurous 
vocabulary

 * Use paragraphs to organise ideas
 * Use description and detail to develop characters 

and settings in story-writing
 * Write interesting narratives in stories
 * In non-fiction writing, use features such as sub-

headings and bullet points
 * Review their own work to make improvements, 

including editing for spelling errors
 * Read others’ writing and suggest possible 

improvements
 * Read aloud work that they’ve written to be 

clearly understood
 * Extend sentences using a wider range of 

conjunctions, including subordinating 
conjunctions

 * Use the present perfect verb tense
 * Use nouns and pronouns with care to avoid 

repetition
 * Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 

add detail about time or cause
 * Use fronted adverbials
 * Use direct speech, with correct punctuation

Young children have a tendency to repeat nouns or 
pronouns, leading to several sentences containing 
‘He’ or ‘They’. They can use alternatives to make
writing more interesting. For example, 
alternatives for describing an individual character 
might include: he, the burglar, Mr Smith, John, the 
criminal, the villain, etc.

To add information to a sentence about its 
location, children might use conjunctions 
(“Although it was still early...”), adverbs (“Early 
that morning...”) or prepositions (“At about six-
thirty that morning...”). Often these techniques
allow children to write more complex sentences.

GRAMMAR	HELP
For many parents, the grammatical terminology 
used in schools may not be familiar. Here are some 
useful reminders of some of the terms used:

 * Present perfect tense: a tense formed using the 
verb ‘have’ and a participle, to indicate that an 
action has been completed at an unspecified 
time, e.g. The girl has eaten her ice-cream

 * Fronted adverbial: a word or phrase which 
describes the time, place or manner of an action, 
which is placed at the start of the sentence, e.g. 
“Before breakfast,...” or “Carrying a heavy bag,...”

 * Direct speech: words quoted directly using 
inverted commas, as opposed to being reported 
in a sentence

PARENT	TIP
When children are writing outside of
school – or when you are looking at 
school work with them – why
not discuss their choices of 
vocabulary? Some common words, 
such as ‘went’ and ‘said’ can often be 
replaced by more specific words
that give a sense of the action, such 
as ‘raced’ or ‘yelled’. You can also
take opportunities to look at words 
like this that crop up in books you
read with your child, considering 
how the choice of word affects your 
understanding of a story.
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ENGLISH		
IN	YEAR	5		
AND	YEAR	6
In upper Key Stage 2, your child will increasingly meet 
a wider range of texts and types of writing, and will be 
encouraged to use their skills in a broader range of contexts. 
Their knowledge of grammar will also increase as they 
prepare for the National Curriculum Tests to be taken in the 
summer term of Year 6.

Year 6 children will take a reading test of about one 
hour, a grammar and punctuation test of about 
forty-five minutes, and a spelling test of twenty 
words. These will be sent away for marking, with 
the results coming back before the end of the year. 
Your child’s teacher will also make an assessment of 
whether or not your child has reached the expected 
standard by the end of the Key Stage.

SPEAKING	AND	LISTENING
The Spoken Language objectives are set out for the 
whole of primary school, and teachers will cover 
many of them every year as children’s spoken 
language skills develop. In Years 5 and 6, some 
focuses may include:

 * Speak clearly in a range of contexts, using 
Standard English where appropriate

 * Monitor the reactions of listeners and react 
accordingly

 * Consider different viewpoints, listening to others 
and responding with relevant views

 * Use appropriate language, tone and vocabulary 
for different purposes

READING	SKILLS
 * Read a wide range of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 

plays and reference books
 * Learn a range of poetry by heart
 * Perform plays and poems using tone, volume 

and intonation to convey meaning
 * Use knowledge of spelling patterns and related 

words to read aloud and understand new words
 * Make comparisons between different books, or 

parts of the same book
 * Read a range of modern fiction, classic fiction 

PARENT	TIP

As children get older, they will 
increasingly take responsibility for
their own work and homework tasks. 
That’s not to say that parents
can’t help though. Encourage your 
child to work independently on
their homework, but also take the 
opportunity to discuss it with them 
and to have them explain their 
understanding to you.



OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 21

and books from other cultures and traditions
 * Identify and discuss themes and conventions 

across a wide range of writing
 * Discuss understanding of texts, including 

exploring the meaning of words in context
 * Ask questions to improve understanding of texts
 * Summarise ideas drawn from more than one 

paragraph, identifying key details
 * Predict future events from details either written 

in a text or by ‘reading between the lines’
 * Identify how language, structure and 

presentation contribute to meaning
 * Discuss how authors use language, including 

figurative language, to affect the reader
 * Make book recommendations, giving reasons for 

choices
 * Participate in discussions about books, building 

on and challenging ideas
 * Explain and discuss understanding of reading
 * Participate in formal presentations and debates 

about reading
 * Provide reasoned justifications for views

Figurative language includes metaphorical 
phrases such as ‘raining cats and dogs’ or ‘an iron 
fist’, as well as using language to convey meaning, 
for example by describing the Sun as ‘gazing 
down’ upon a scene.

Themes & Conventions
As children’s experience of a range of texts 
broadens, they may begin to notice conventions, 
such as the use of first person for diary-writing,  
or themes such as heroism or quests.

WRITING	SKILLS
 * Write with increasing speed, maintaining 

legibility and style
 * Spell some words with silent letters, such as 

knight and solemn
 * Recognise and use spellings for homophones 

and other often-confused words from the Y5/6 
list

 * Use a dictionary to check spelling and meaning
 * Identify the audience and purpose before 

writing, and adapt accordingly
 * Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary to 

change or enhance meaning
 * Develop setting, atmosphere and character, 

including through dialogue
 * Write a summary of longer passages of writing
 * Use a range of cohesive devices
 * Use advanced organisational and presentational 

devices, such as bullet points
 * Use the correct tense consistently throughout a 

piece of writing
 * Ensure correct subject and verb agreement
 * Perform compositions using appropriate 

intonation, volume and movement
 * Use a thesaurus
 * Use expanded noun phrases to convey 

complicated information concisely
 * Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees 

of possibility
 * Use relative clauses
 * Recognise vocabulary and structures that are 

appropriate for formal use
 * Use passive verbs to affect the presentation of 

information
 * Use the perfect form of verbs to mark 
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relationships of time and cause
 * Recognise the difference in informal and formal 

language
 * Use grammatical connections and adverbials for 

cohesion
 * Use ellipses, commas, brackets and dashes in 

writing
 * Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity
 * Use semi-colons, colons and dashes between 

independent clauses
 * Use a colon to introduce a list
 * Punctuate bullet points consistently

 
Cohesive devices are words or phrases used to 
link different parts of writing together. These may 
be pronouns such as ‘he’ or ‘it’ to avoid repeating 
a name, or phrases such as ‘After that...’ or 
‘Meanwhile’ to guide the reader through the text.

GRAMMAR	HELP
For many parents, the grammatical terminology 
used in schools may not be familiar. Here are some 
useful reminders of some of the terms used:

 * Noun phrase: a group of words which takes the 
place of a single noun. Example: The big brown 
dog with the fluffy ears.

 * Modal verb: a verb that indicates possibility. 
These are often used alongside other verbs. 
Example: will, may, should, can.

 * Relative clause: a clause which adds extra 
information or detail. Example: The boy who was 
holding the golden ticket won the prize.

 * Passive verb: a form of verb that implies an 
action being done to, rather than by, the subject. 
Example: The boy was bitten by the dog.

 * Perfect form: a form of verb that implies that 
an action is completed. Example: The boy has 
walked home.
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